[image: image1.wmf]September Newsletter

Dear girls and parents,
Welcome to Prep. 1!  At the end of our first week I am pleased to write that all the girls have settled well and have enjoyed their first few days at school.

This month is all about settling into life in P1.  We will be learning about class rules and routines and the people who help to take care of us in school.

Literacy

We will learn how to be good listeners and gain experience of speaking to a group during our class Circle Times.  

We will enjoy listening to stories and continue to use key terms such as ‘author’ and ‘illustrator’ when talking about books.  We will also begin our guided reading sessions where we will develop our book handling skills.
To build our awareness of the different sounds in words we will practise saying nursery rhymes and enjoy playing some games with rhyming words.

We will be checking to see how we hold our pencil correctly and draw some stories.

Jolly Phonics sounds will be introduced and we will practise saying the sound, performing the action, recognising the sound within a word and forming the corresponding letter.

Mathematics

We will practise our counting (forwards and backwards) and see how far we can count! We will explore pattern and colour, and take part in lots of sorting and matching activities.  We will also investigate how many numbers we can recognise, practise our skills of touch counting and experiment with making sets of the numbers.

World Around Us

We will begin our first topic, which is ‘Ourselves’. We are looking forward to exploring our differences.  Amongst other things, we will learn about each others’ families, how we have changed over time, body parts, our likes/dislikes, and explore our senses.

Further information about P1 and the year ahead will be available at the ‘Meet the Teacher’ night on Wednesday 7th September at 6pm in the P1 classroom. 
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Wednesday 7th September – ‘Meet the Teacher’ 6-6.30pm

Week beginning 19th September – After school clubs commence. 

Friday 23rd September – Friends of Prep Coffee Morning 

Thursday 29th September – Individual pupil photographs

Monday 3rd - Wednesday 5th October –Book Fair

I’m looking forward to seeing you all at ‘Meet the Teacher’.  Should you have any worries, concerns, queries (however small!) between now and then please do not hesitate to speak to me before/after school or alternatively by telephone.

Many thanks for your support,

J.Spottiswoode
