Pre-School October Parent Overview

Dear Girls and Parents, 
This month our topic is ‘Autumn’. We will be learning about the different changes that happen during Autumn and will be going on an Autumn walk to spot to some signs of Autumn within our school grounds. We will also be discussing Halloween and will make some Halloween crafts and have the chance to dress up in our favourite costumes for a Halloween party at the end of this half term. Our role-play area will be changing into a special ‘Fancy Dress Shop’ to help us prepare for Halloween. If you have any Halloween costumes or dressing up clothes that you would like to bring in for the role-play area for this topic, we would appreciate your help! Or you might have some Halloween decorations that you could bring in to decorate our role-play area with.

	World Around Us
We will be talking lots about Autumn and going for a walk around the school grounds to look at how the trees change during Autumn.
	Personal and social development
This month we will be continuing to learn to line up with a partner. We will also be learning how to change our shoes for physical development and outdoor play.

	Early mathematical experiences
We will be looking at the different colours of autumn leaves, sorting them into groups according to colour and then counting them. We will be continuing to learn the days of the week and be using language like ‘before, after and next’ to describe the sequence of the days of the week e.g. Tuesday comes before Wednesday, the next day is Thursday, after Monday it is Tuesday.


	The Arts
We will be looking at the colours associated with Autumn e.g. brown, orange and red. We will be using these colours to make some lovely Autumn pictures and crafts. In music, we will be beginning to learn some Christmas songs for our joint Playgroup and Pre-school Christmas celebration (see dates for your diary).

	Physical development and movement
We will be developing our fine motor skills through manipulating materials and objects by picking them up and threading them either through holes to make numbers, or onto a string to make necklaces. We will also be developing our gross motor skills during gymnastics where we will be learning to travel under, over, around and through balancing and climbing equipment.

	Language and literacy development
Through talking and listening we will be learning that Autumn is a season and we will be discussing all the different things we like to do in Autumn e.g. have a Halloween party, watch fireworks and go on an Autumn walk. In writing we will be developing our fine motor skills by tracing patterns using a pencil. We will be reading fact books about Autumn and learning that the name of the book is called the ‘title’.





Dates for your diary...... 
· 3rd-7th October – Book Fair in the Great Hall.
· 6th October – School class photographs.
· 7th October – P1 Information Session in the Prep Hall at 2pm.
· 14th October – Friends of Prep Fundraiser Event at ‘Deanes at Queens’ 8pm.
· 27th October – Playgroup and Pre-School Halloween Party.
· 28th October – Harvest Sale and school finishes for half term at 2pm.
· 31st October – 7th November – Half term.
· 2nd December – Playgroup and Pre-School W5 trip for the ‘Magical Christmas Experience’ (more information to follow).
· 8th December – Playgroup and Pre-School Christmas celebration in Prep Hall at 10am (more information to follow).

Many thanks,
Louise Hamilton
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