VICTORIA COLLEGE BELFAST

(incorporating Richmond Lodge School)

Day Care 

Play Policy- referencing Standard 2
1
Rationale
Victoria College Day Care is committed to promoting high quality education by employing and supporting staff who will work with a high degree of commitment and professionalism in a confidential environment.  Victoria College Day Care believes in the importance of play in a child’s early education.  This policy applies to all teachers, leaders and assistants employed by Victoria College Day Care.  
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Definition

Victoria College Day Care believes that play/activity based connected learning enables children to use their initiative, develop their confidence and self esteem, explore, be imaginative and creative, socialise, experience success and develop positive attitudes to learning.  Through carefully planned play/activity based learning, knowledge is introduced, skills developed and attitudes reinforced.  
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Aims and objectives
· To ensure that the importance of play is understood by parents/ carers and staff.
· To ensure that positive play is promoted across the setting.
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Procedures

Victoria College Day Care will provide opportunities for both free (child initiated) and directed play. Activities/experiences will be planned to meet the requirements of the Pre-school Curriculum guidance.

Planning

Play activities are both topic based and inspired by the interests of the children. Staff use a weekly time table to outline proposed outcomes of play on a weekly basis. Half-term planning is communicated to parents, via the class newsletter, with suggestions of how to support their child. Planning is flexible and the activities can be adapted in response to daily evaluations, observation notes, and to children’s learning needs and interests.

Curriculum 

· Curriculum areas included in play planning are:
· Language and Literacy

· Mathematics and Numeracy

· The World Around Us

· Personal Social and Emotional Development
· The Arts

· Physical Development and Movement
Learning Environment
The Day Care setting is used for indoor play and the garden area is used for outdoor play. In addition to the skills developed during indoor play, outdoor play involves extending children’s skills with large wheeled toys and small apparatus in a paved and grassed area. Many activities including sand play, water play, role-play, painting, small world toys, construction kits etc can take place both indoors and outdoors.
Areas of play
Within the classrooms the areas include:

· role play,

· construction,
· sand/water,

· small world,

· creative,

· ICT 
· craft/dough/malleable.
Resources
All resources are clearly labelled and accessible to children. These resources are regularly assessed and replaced as and when necessary (see Maintenance and Replacement of Play Equipment Policy). Children will be encouraged to access resources independently and to tidy up at the end of play sessions. There is provision for right and left-handed children. Resources are stored mainly within the classrooms and in our outdoor storage unit.
Health and Safety
Equipment is cleaned and high standards are maintained. Sand is changed half-termly and water is changed daily. Homemade play dough is replaced monthly.
Equal Opportunities
The implementation of the anti-bias curriculum will ensure that children have access to resources that reflect their cultural heritage in role-play and also reflect gender non-bias.
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Review and Evaluation:

This policy will be reviewed at least once a year by the Board of Governors.  The policy will be kept under review by senior members of staff who will keep Governors informed of any difficulties that may arise.
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